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Renting and Buying Stringed Instruments
When deciding whether to rent or buy a stringed instrument for your child, there are many factors to take into consideration.  

How serious is your child about playing and for how many years? 
If your child has been playing violin for one or two years and is persistent and interested in continuing lessons, it is best to rent an instrument.  If your child is an older student who has been playing for several years, it makes the most sense to buy an instrument.

What size instrument are you looking for? 
Those of us who do not play the violin, viola, or cello have no idea how important it is for a musician to have the correct sized instrument.  Do not force your 3rd grader to play your grandmother’s old full-sized violin just because you happen to have it in the attic.  He/she will not learn properly, and playing the instrument will be uncomfortable for them, thereby causing your musician to take less joy in the lessons for which you sacrifice much.

Because size is very important in choosing an instrument, it is advisable to seek out someone that is familiar with sizing.  Your child’s violin teacher, orchestra director or music store dealer can be of great help in determining the size you will need in relation to the arm length and hand size of the student.
If you own your instrument, do you plan to trade the instrument in for a larger size when your child outgrows it or will you be reselling it yourself? 
If you inherit or decide to purchase a violin/viola/cello that is less than full size for your young musician, consider trading it in when he/she has outgrown it.  (Your instructor will tell you when this has happened!)  At that point, you may wish to trade the smaller instrument in for the correct size.  If you decide to sell the instrument, be sure to have someone knowledgeable (like a Blue Note Music employee or the like) tell you how much to ask for it.  
What is your budget?

When it comes to a stringed instrument, you get what you pay for, and what might seem like a “good deal” to a non-musician can actually be a real lemon.  Unfortunately, there is a world of difference between a good instrument and a bad one.  Many of the very inexpensive violins ($100 to $200) are not worth carrying home.  A good, quality, new European violin outfit for the beginning student should retail in the neighborhood of $650 to $850.  However, through several on-line and local rental programs, quality violins are available and affordable on a rent-to-own basis. (see next page)
How do I care for my child’s new instrument?
All string instruments require maintenance occasionally.  You should expect a few broken strings from time to time.  If the same string breaks often, have your repair person examine the violin to make sure something is not out of adjustment.  Upgrading to perlon core strings can give a violin a much more pleasing tone, and is often worth the investment.  Violin bows need to be rehaired every year or two depending on the amount of playing.

Because the instrument is made of wood and is held together with glue, it is very susceptible to heat and humidity changes.  Leaving it in a car in the heat will often cause it to come apart or crack.  An instrument can also crack if it gets too cold.  When transporting your instrument, keep it in the car, not in the trunk, as the trunk can get very hot or cold and can cause serious damage.
Places to Buy Instruments
Ifshin Violins, 1633 University Avenue, Berkeley, Ca 94703  

510-843-5466

www.ifshinviolins.com
Studio City Music, 11340 Ventura Blvd, Studio City, Ca 91604

818-762-1374

http://www.maestronet.com/benning/Overview.html
Blue Note Music, 570 Higuera St. #120 (in the Creamery), SLO, Ca 93401

805-541-6188

www.bluenotemusicslo.com
Maestronet Search, on-line only
www.maestronet.com
Southwest Strings, on-line only
www.swstrings.com
Antonio Violins, on-line only
www.antonioviolin.com
Places to Rent Instruments
Blue Note Music, limited selection, very friendly and knowledgeable staff
570 Higuera St. #120 (in the Creamery), SLO, Ca 93401

805-541-6188

www.bluenotemusicslo.com
Antonio Violins, on-line only – this is a nationwide rental program, VERY affordable
www.antonioviolin.com
1-800-USA-BAND, on-line only – national rental program with free shipping
www.1800usaband.com
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